COLOMBIA   &  ITS   PEOPLES
employers would have required of them. Since then reforms have been made and there has been some improvement. But the " calamity " is not yet removed.
The cutting of the Panama Canal has brought great opportunities to Colombia's door. The Republic might, if its ruling men had been far-seeing and energetic, have kept the territory through which the Canal runs. They were indignant when Panama revolted in 1903, proclaimed its independence, was recognized by the United States, and gave the Americans the right to make the Canal across the isthmus which separated the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. They complained with some reason that the revolt of Panama was largely the work
SAVOURIES   FOR   EPICURES
They are avocados, or alligator pears, this
peon is offering for sale in Santa Marta.   The
oily marrow is eaten with lime-juice, spice,
or pepper and salt
CHAMPION   CHACHAFRUTO
jrfarket gardening is profitable near the towns ^of Colombia.   This young fellow is justifiably proud of the size of his beans, locally known as chachafruto
of Americans. What they did not seem to realize was that they might themselves have taken part in the great work if they had paid more heed to their country's interests and not been so intent upon their small political squabbles, which had always for their object the personal advancement of politicians.
When Colombia protested against what was called the theft of this territory by the United States there was a good deal of sympathy felt with the complaint. What had happened was plain enough. Panama revolted against Colombia on November 3, 1903. Only fifteen days' later the treaty which handed the Canal zone over to the United States was
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